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TO | 
The Right Honourable the Lords 


now aſſembled in the High Gourt of 
PARLIAMENT. 


oO 
" The humble Petition and Remonfrance of us whoſe 
names are here ſubſcribed of London, Weſtminſter, 
Middleſex, Southwark, and other places of the King- 
dome, in bchalfe of themſelves _ others. 


Humbly fheweth, 

L Hat about 26. yeares ſince, King Tames of bleſſed 
, Conceiving that Farthing Tokens would bee 
rſefull to the Subjetts, and helpfmil to the poore, cauſed 
ſome quantities thereof to be made, and committed the 
rare ard truſt both for the sſſning forth and —_—— of theme 
againe to Tohn Lord Harrington, and afterwards ro the Lady 

Anne hs wife. 

2. That 1. Caroli the King by his Letters Patents grants 
unto the Dutcheſſe of Lenox, and Sir Francis Crane the office 
of making T okens for the terme of 17. yeares, at the rent of one 
bundred Markes per annum. 

3. That 11. Caroli the King grants the office of making the 
ſaid Farthings to the Lord Matravers and Sir Francis Crane, 
their executors adminiſtrators,and aſſignes. 

' 4. That 15. Caroli the King by bus Letters Patents grants 
the office of making the Farthing Tokens to the Lord Matravers 
alone at the rent of foureſcore pounds per annum. 

5. Thatin all the ſeverall Patents their Majeſties have de- 
#ared their gracions intents and pleaſures was that the ſaid Far- 


thing Tokens ſhould bee ifſned ferth for the good and caſe of the 
| FE 4h: <>" 2:00 


Swbjett,amd thay without anyloſſevr bmdr ance at all or any other 
CO OO yay appointed the rechange as well as the 
eXC, t . 

6. That many of your petitioners have ſtill remaining in their 
hands great quantities of Farthings unrechanged, "which were 
made andifſued forth by the authority of the ſaid Dutches of Le- 
wax and Sir Francis Crane, and jince by the authority of the L. 
Matravers and Sir Francis Crane, which Jour petitioners Can- 
#ot get to be rechanged, although they have often defired and en- 
deavonred the ſame, and although all the ſaid Patentees have un- 
aertaken and covenanted with his Majeſty to rechange Them. 

T hat the allowance of one and twenty ſhillings in Farthing T o- 
hens for twenty fillings in money, hath beene the chiefeſt cauſe of 
your petitioners great burden, for many covetous perſons have u- 
ſually fetchedowt great quantities of Farthings, {ome five pounds 
at a time, ſome ten ponds, ſome more,and forced them in payments + 
pon poore labourig people. | 

That your petitione#s beve loſt by the rechange of T okens inty 
the Office ſome of them fifty pounds, ſome an bunared pounds,ſone 
two hundred pounds and much more do ſtill daily loſe, fo that your - 

petitioners arc greatly oppreſſed and dawmificd in their trading. 

- T hat your petitioners have h:yetofore petitioned to bis Majeſty - 
for releefe rho was graciouſly inclined v6 releeve them, and refer- 
red the confid:ration of their grievances to the Lords of his 
moſt Homourable Privie Councell j' and their Lordfbips com- 
. wi{erated your petitizners ſufferings, nevertkeleſſs they have been © 

1 wayreleevca, whereky they are much impodcriſped, not able to 
ſubſiſt without reareſſe, all which in their humble Remonſtrarce - 
mar fully appeare. © 8 

Wherefore the petitioners maſt humbly pray that they 
may have all their ſaid tokrns rechanged,and for ever heres 
after freed frems this great oppreſſion and trouble, and in 
the meanc time the Office prohibited from iſſuing forth any 
Tokens with ſuch other reparations and releefe for their in= 

ſmppartable loſſes,as to the great judgement of this Honow- - 
rable Aſſembly ſhall be requiſuce. And they ſhall pray,Cits - 


Aboutfive hundred hands ſubſcribed 
tothis Petition. SE 
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An humble Remonſtrance concer- 
ning the grievance of Farthing tokens. 


7) Leſſed King JAMES tendring 
& the good of his SubjzeRs, knowing 
"A that rhe richer they grow, the bet- 
SB ter able” they would bee to ſerve 
1. him $ _—__ —_— that ru 
F Monycs wo exceeding he 

FS (7 full to the poore, and for retailing 
trades, about the eleventh yeare of his Reigne cauſed a 
copper coine to be made , and to paſleurider the deno- 
minatiotrof a Farthing for the cate ard benefit of rhe 
SubjcR. -. 


And the Kings Majeſty that now is, hath ever ſince 
thedeath of his Royall Father continued the ſame, and 
to theſame end , as by their ſeverall Patents and Pro- 
clamations may appeare. | 


Neverthelefle it hath beene for along time,and ftill 
isthe greateſt oppreſſion that ever was upon the Sub. 
jeR; for put all thoſe inſupportable projets or mo- 
nopolies that of late yeares hath beene ſct.onfoote into + 
one end ofthe ballance, and this grievance of Farthing 

A-3 tokens - 


(2) 
tokens info the other end, and it will out weigh them 
all, inte the Petitioners and to many thouſands more, 
which for manifeſtation they doe here _— 
ſcat to the great Judgement of this honourable Afﬀlem- 
bly theſe conſiderable things : 


'7. The Petitioners inconceivable loſle, 
2. Howthe ſame is occaſioned, 
3- The great benefic the Office makes 

| thereby. 

3 4+ The retnedic or prevention of this 
- © evill for future times. 


For the greatneſſe of theloſle, thatitis heavier then 
all the projets or monopolies , appearcs whether con- 
liderced inthe Petitioners yearly loſle or torall ſumme. 


Theprojets for.Salt, Sope,Starch, Tobacco, Cards, 
P ins, Butter,caskes granſporting of Leather, Ship- moe 
ny, &c. all which, moſt of the Petitioners were loſers 
by , yetthe loſſe of all theſe put together, is not 
comparable to the Farthings. 


Forin all theſe to loſe forty ſhillings a yeare , or 
twenty ſhillings a yeare for each man was much, but 
this oppreſſion of Farthings is to ſome five pound per 
awww , to ſome cight pound , tenne pound , to ſome 
twel ve pound , fifteen pound per anxwm, and more, c- 
nough to bring rnany thouſands of families to breaking 
and beggery. | 


And 


(3) | = 
And many of theſe great loſers are poore men which 


never was able tobe brought within the liſt of Sub- 
fidic or Ship-mony.' 


And forthe totall of the Petitioners loſſes, . itis to 
ſome twenty pound, to ſome _ und, fifty,to ſome 
a hundred pqund, a hundred and eye ſometwo hun- 
dred pound and more , fo that many of the Petitioners 
have loſt more by tokens then their whole cſtate a- 
mounts unto, 


Beſides theſe monopolizing oppreſſions of Sope , 
Ship-moeney, &c. have beene impoſed of late yeares , 
but this of Farthing tokens, hath continued for this 
twenty ſeven yeares and more, and many poere retal- 
ling trades men doe loſe as much by them in one yeas 
as they are worth, 


The ſecond thing toremonſtrate, is how this great © 
oppreſſion is occafioned. 


The firſt occaſion is, in iſſuing forth from the Office 
one and twenty ſhillings intokens, for twenty ſhillings 
in money, which _ intices rich men to fetch them 
out, ſome forty ſhillings, fivepound, ſome ten pound a 
weeke conſtantly, and in greater ſurnames, and forces 
them in payments upon poore worke men, aSif they 
were hirelings tothe Office to ruine the Kingdome 


And with theſe tokens poore people come oy 


04) 
bread, butter, cheeſe, coales, and other neceſſaries, arid 
the Petitioners muſt cithee rake them or leave off cra- 
ding,then arc forced to- bring them weekly to the Of- 
fice, and loſe twelve pence per pound , five pound per 
centum at the leaſt, 


The ſecond occaſion is, the altering of the ſtampe 
which hath been done five ſeverall times , and at each 
Co tokens have beene'left upon the Petitioners 

And many of the Petitioners have yet y_- quanti- 
ties of old rokens unrechanged, ſome forty ſhillings, five 
pound, ſome tenne pound, fifreene, twenty, thirty, for- 
ty , fifty pound, & more, which the Office refuſe to re- 
_ change, although they have beene often required there- 
unto, and although the patentees have covenanted with 
his Majeſty to rechange them, as by tacir ſeverall Pa- 
tents, and the Kings Proclamations may appear. 


The third occaſionis, theabuſe of the Office cau- 
ſing the Petitioners daily attendance before they could 
get their tokens rechanged. 


For all the wecke they take to deliver out tokens, and 
appointed but three dayes a weeke to rechange, and 
but fix houres ina day, viz. from cight to cleven in the 
fore noone, and from one till foure in the after noone, 
and the greateſt part of that: little rime-was ſpent in d&- 
livering out tokens , and thereſt in a ttMing rechange 
of a ſmall quantity, whereby the Petitioners have wai- 
ted day after day, wecke after wecke, to have _ 
tOKens 


(5) 
toketis rechanged, and inthe interim want money to 
managethcir trades, for thoſe with whom they have to 
deale will not be paid in tokens, befides the Office hath 
cut and defaced many of thoſe tokens which them-. 
{elves have iſſued forth, pretending them to be naught. 


The third thing to remonſtrate , « the great profit 
which the Patemtees doe make by-Tokens. 


The greatneſle of the profit will appeare upon ex- 
amination of the quantities of the Farthings, iſſued forth 
upon each ſecycrall ſtampe, and of the ſmall ſummes re- 
ccived in, | $= OT 

For inſtance,the laſt ſtampe'of<fingle ringed tokens , 
it is conceived there was a hundred and twenty thou- 
ſand pounds made and ifſued- forth ; and . when the 
ſtampe-was' altered,” there was not ' forty- thouſand 

ds received-in againe , ſothat there muſt be'ſtill in 
the hands of the ſubjeR foureſcore thouſand pounds at 
the leaſt, whichthey could never get to be rechanged. - 


Now the charge of copper and making of the tokens, 
is not above five ſhillingsper pound , ſo that the Office 
ines fifteene ſhillings in twenty, which amounts to 
threeſcore thouſand ponnds* de clars that they have 
gotten by one fort of tokens; a farf& gremter profit then 
all the Kings Mints of England , Scotland, &c. can 
make. 


For the coinage of- fourſcore thouſand pounds in 
B filver 


(6) 
ſilver is. but eleven hundred-and cleven pounds, three 
ſhillings foure pence, which: properly belongs to the 
King, out'of which he defrayes all the charges of the 
Mint, cxcept the workmanſhip, which: charges being 
deduced, the King-gaines not de clas-five hundred 
pounds but in fourcicore I of Tokens, 
the Office gaines. threeſcore thouſand pounds at the 
leaſt, which ſhewes thatthe Office of Farthings is more 
then a hundred times as good-as the Mint, quantity for 

uantity: 8,out of allthis great profit the King hath but 
oureſcore pounds per: awmwm; rent : an inonſiderable 
ſumme for.ſo.inconceiveable a gaine.. 


The fourth thing t1oremonſtr ate ts the remedy or preven« : 
1108 of this evidi for futare times. 


. For to lay downe the Office will not be convenient, 


thenall retailing trades will want ſmall, monies, and the 


oore reliefe,therefore if is requiſite, MES 
"= That the Office bee ſerled: in the power of the 
Crowne,and not in any.ſubjeR.. 6: Thatest - 
2. That there bee ſome neerer: proportion betwixt 
the cxtrinſeck demomination and the intrinfeck value.” 
» That it may be felony cither to: import or coun- 
— be allowed upon if 
4. That no advantage may upon ſuing 
forth any Tokens, and the Office to receive them io up- 
on the like termes.. | 


Ir may be alledged, 
Aleg.1, Wthe oppreſſion were ſo great, and of ſick 
CcOnt- 


. of one and twenty ſhillings in Tokens for twenty 


(7) 
continuance 4s is it would fince have 
beene complained ok © © my 


Hof, The Petitioners have not beene- wanting to 
their great charge to complaine and ſceke reliefe;. both 
to King Ja x s, and tothe Kings Majeſty that now 
is, and they, graciouſly inclined to releeve them, have 
ſeverall times referred. the fame to the Lords of the 
Councell;and-by their Lordſhips to ſome Lords Com- 
mietces, bur the Petitioners could never procureany 
thing to be done therein. 

nd the Office hath been made acquainted with the 
Petitioners complaints, and. ttath-given in their anſwers 
of defence: the chiefe heads whereof wee doe here 
humbly preſent. non” 


. Firflpretence of the Office. 


- 'Thatthe iſſuing forth of one and twenty: ſhillings in 
Tokens for twenty ſhillings in money,and pn, 


in money is warranted by the Kings Patents and 
 tarxat aver Office is no way fauky. 


Anſw. The King by his ſeverall Patents and Procla- 
mations doth declare that it is his intent and pleaſure 
that the Farthing Tokens ſhould be an caſe and benefit 
to the SubjeR, and not otherwiſe, but it is an inſuffe- 
rable opprefion,and ſo againſt the Kings minde. 


Second 
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Second pretence. 


*That to rechange upon the ſame t termesas is velive- 
lou ney. > of Flt 


Arſ. It is erne, if the ſame parties that ferch Pe 
out did bring them in,” but ir is otherwiſe, for the rick 
fetch them our; and gaine five vic ger cent, and the 


' Petitioners bring themin and five Punt per cens, 
. and never tetch Qut any. 
Third pretence. re. ELON 


"That the Petitioners knowing the loſlt by ali age; 
ſo 


| proportion the prizes of their wares accord ingly, 
. are noloſers. 


; Anſw; Tris not ſo +* for the 'Petitioners deliver -out 
their commodities either by weight of meaſure,neither 
doe they know what money people bring, and when 
their commodities are cut or weighed out, they muſt 
take Tokens, or elſe loſe more bytaking the commodi- 
ty againe,and loſe their cuſtomers too. 


Bei des, if the Petitioner ſhould proportion their 
wares wha tothe lofle by ryckinga, then the bp- 
preſſion ofthe ſubject would bee the'greater , for that 
would inhance the prizes of proviſion, which is the beg- 
gering of a Kingdome. 


FINTITS. 


